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History Workshop delivered two interesting "works-in-progress"-one on the portrayals of the lower classes in East London from 1700 to the present and the other on the issue of professionalism in historical writing. This latter paper was a response to Royden Harrison's sardonic critique of History Workshop delivered at the previous year's CHA in Montreal (published in Historical Papers, 1980 ). Another important session was held on industrial unionism in Canada with excellent papers on auto and steel by John Manley and Laurel Sefton MacDowell.
The third conference was the first Commonwealth Labour History conference held at Conventry in early September. Jointly sponsored by the Canadian, Australian, and British Labour History Societies, this meeting brought together for the first time Canadian and Australian historians of the working class. Both groups had had previous contacts with the British Society but not with each other. For this participant at least, this was undoubtedly the most valuable aspect of the conference and there are plans to hold an Australian-Canadian conference at some future date. (For Australian in all the above uses add New Zealand as well!) Sessions were held at Lanchester Polytechnic and at the University of Warwick stretching over three days. An opening plenary session heard papers by Royden Harrison, Eric Fry and Susan Magarey, and Bryan Palmer on the British, Australian, and Canadian Labour and working-class historiography. Working sessions followed on Miners, Social Democracy, Workers' Control of the Labour Process, Labour and Racism, and Trade Unionism. The most successful sessions were the ones where the most focussed comparisons occurred, such as when in the coalmining session specific comparisons became possible concerning levels of mechanizations and the very different timing of work-place transformations which in turn had a significant impact on the differential development of the labour movement in each country. Not surprisingly the Canadian experience here seemed far closer to the American than to the Australian.
After the Commonwealth Conference a number of the Canadians and Australians also participated in a special one-day History Workshop in London on Labour History and the Lands of White Settlement. The following day the Workshop also arranged a special tour of the National Museum of Labour History at Limehouse Town Hall-another high point of the trip. All-in-all the three conferences of 1981 each had somewhat unexpected results but each was successful in its own way.
The Committee on Canadian Labour History met during the CHA meetings in Halifax and elected its new executive Ross McCormack, University of Winnipeg; Robert Babcock, University of Maine at Orono; Greg Kealey, Memorial University; and Andree Levesque, Universite d'Ottawa. In addition, the CCLH's journal LabourlLe Travailleur moved (with its editor) to Memorial University in St. John's, Newfoundland. The Regroupement des chercheurs en histoire des travailleurs quebecois also met in 1981 and reinvigourated itself with a new executive chaired by Jacques Rouillard of 1'Universite de Montreal. As part of this new life they again began to publish their useful Bulletin RCHTO.
The year was also a good one in terms of publications in the field. The In addition the committee on Canadian Labour History is celebrating its tenth anniversary with a special, double number of Labour/Le Travailleur. This 450-page issue, due to appear in the spring, will include an index of the last ten years of CCLH publications.
Noteworthy among events planned for the future is an international conference in the spring of 1983 on the "Winnipeg General Strike-Its Prelude and Aftermath."
